Evidence   for   Prosecution.
John F. Davies
was packed up immediately and sent off to the Clinical Kesearch
Association by me. (Shown bottle)—That is the bottle. I sold
the half-pound of white arsenic myself on the 7th June, 1919.
The arsenic was coloured with charcoal. I did not sell the arsenic
on the llth January, 1921; it was my assistant, Hird. (Shown
exhibit 33)—That is one of our trade wrappings and labels. That
presents the appearance that white arsenic does when it is sold
to a customer. We have to colour it.
Cross-examined by Sir H. curtis bennett—The only two
entries which appear in the poison book are the entries of arsenic
sold, the first on the 7th June, 1919, and the second on the llth
January, 1921. I cannot point to any entry in the poison book
in relation to weed-killer. The sale was not made direct to Major
Armstrong, but to the gardener, and we put it in the ledger, and
thought that sufficient. That is the only record we have of the
sale. There is no entry in the poison book of any purchase of
weed-killer either by Major Armstrong or any of his servants.
The amount of weed-killer purchased by Major Armstrong over
these two years is not considerable considering the amount of
ground he had to cover. The sale of arsenic on 7th June, 1919,
was a sale by me to Major Armstrong himself. That arsenic was
coloured by me with charcoal. It is essential that it should be
coloured. The arsenic which has been shown to the jury would
be exactly similar to the arsenic which I sold in June, 1919. I
cannot tell whether or not it is some of the arsenic I sold on that
occasion. The purchase which has been referred to of powdered
weed-killer on the 4th August, 1920, was a purchase made by the
gardener, Jay.
He said that he purchased four tins, and used three and a
half. Do you say he only purchased three?—That is all we have
charged for, and that is all he could have purchased, or else we
have made a mistake.
By Mr. justice barlingi—As a general rule we enter weed-
killer in the poison book, but when gardeners come for it we do
not enter it.
Cross-examination continued—All the purchases of weed-killer
were made by the gardener. There was another chemist in the
town from whom he could have purchased poisons, but he finished
up in the early part of 1921. His name was Mr. Stokoe. My
recollection is very vague with regard to the purchase on the llth
January, 1921, but my assistant says I was present.
What your assistant says is—" Major Armstrong came in,
asked for ajsenic, and I asked what he wanted it for, and he said
weed-killer. Then Mr. Davies came forward and told him that he
would want potash with it to dissolve it." Do you remember
that?—I remember it, but I remember it in connection with the
sale of half a pound of arsenic in 1919. If one wanted to buy
arsenic for the purpose of making weed-killer it would be the
proper thing to buy caustic soda as well. Major Armstrong did
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